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BOMA Luncheon Meeting
Think You Understand the Barter System?  Think Again.  

Thursday, March 4, 2010
Engineers Club - $27

11:30 am - Networking & Registration
Noon - Lunch & Program

Choice of:  Maryland Crabcakes in Lemon Cream; OR
Tournadoes of Filet Mignon with Mushroom Sauce; OR 

Pasta Carbonara with Sausage, Bacon, Mushrooms and Romano Cheese

Most of us think of “barter” as trading a meal at a restaurant for some tax
advice.  But it’s much more.  You can trade unused space in your building for
roof work.  You can barter excess supplies for manpower.   Are there taxes? 
Of course, there are taxes!  So how do you value items or services?  How do
you find someone to trade with?  Join us in March to learn more about the
barter concept.  

Register On-Line;  Reservations required - walks in accepted only as space permits; 
$10 No-Show Fee

2010 CALENDAR

April 1  - BOMA Luncheon - Fairmont Hotel

April 8 - BOMA/ IREM CEU Seminar - RLA Center, Cranberry

April 14-16 - MACBOMA Regional Conference - Atlantic City, NJ

May 6 - BOMA Luncheon & Election

May 24 - BOMA Spring Golf Outing - Valley Brook

BOMA Pittsburgh  is federated with BOMA International,  a leading source of information on office
building development, leasing, operating costs, energy consumption patterns, building codes,
legislation, occupancy statistics and technological developments.   BOMA's 17,000-plus members
own or manage more than nine billion square feet of commercial properties in the U.S.  



President’s Message
Eve M. Bursic, RPA

“Ask Me”

We define BOMA as an
‘education and networking’
group.  And there are many
facets of both.

You have a network of industry peers that you can
call for advice, or just to share experiences.  More
formal education is offered at the national
conference, in local seminars and in convenient on-
line webinars.  

But there is an often overlooked educational
resource within our membership.  Our Associate and
Professional Members.  Yes, they join BOMA to
market their services and products.  We are fortunate
to have mutually beneficial and respectful relations
here in Pittsburgh, without ‘hard-sell’ tactics or
complaints.  Members understand that solid, long-
term relationships are the basis of good business.  

I would not suggest that our Associate Members
wear bright orange buttons saying “ASK ME”, but it
is something we should all remember.  While the
typical building manager knows a little about
everything and a lot about some things, vendors have
a more specific focus.  The marketing manager
sitting next to you at lunch may not have answers to
all your technical questions.  But she probably
knows a lot of the answers and would be happy to
contact the expert at her office to get you an answer.

So if you have a technical question, ASK a member. 
If you have a BOMA question, ASK me.   And if you
happen to know the winning powerball number,
please TELL ME!

Welcome New Member

We’re happy to welcome Fifth Avenue Place and
Highmark to BOMA, greeting old friends and
introducing new ones.   Many of you know Paul
Long (Director of Facilities) and Diane Allison
(Leasing Manager).  In addition, please welcome
Project Manager Wayne Malovitz and from the
Camp Hill office, Brian Wickenheiser.

Winter Tip
Tom Sheridan, Simon Roofing

There are some concerns building owners should
be aware of during these unusually harsh winter
conditions. The first item that should be checked
is the condition of the roof’s drainage. Drains that
are not working properly will allow water to sit
on the roof, resulting in a number of problems.
The next concern would be the increased weight
from the snow loads. The most common form of
structural failure to a building is a roof collapse.
You’ve seen on the news that we have already
had a significant roof collapse in the Pittsburgh
area.  As the snow turns to water, it
becomes heavier, so your problems
don’t end when the temperature
rises.  Good luck, and hopefully
we can get through these next few
months and on to some better
weather quickly. 

Winter Business Meeting / National
Issues Conference Report 

BOMA’s delegates got a break with the weather
as our Washington DC meetings were held
during the lull between two snowstorms.  

With schedules tightened up, it was a scramble to
cover all the meetings we wanted to attend, but
Kevin, Ed and Barb managed to cover everything
AND make a visit to Capitol Hill.

Kevin Clarke and Ed Manko chat with BOMA
International President Henry Chamberlain
during filming of a “You Tube” spot.



Here are some of the highlights.  Full notes should
be posted shortly on the BOMA International
website: www.boma.org. 

• Pittsburgh was featured at the Emergency
Preparedness Committee with a report on our
G-20 activities.

• BOMA has expanded the 7-Point
Environmental Challenge to vendors, to help
them partner with buildings to save energy.

• Overall revenue was down 14%, but we will
still have a  positive $91,000 bottom line. 
Next year’s budget projects a 5%
membership loss, as BOMA remains
conservative and cautious.  

• Expect IDF (Industry Defense Fund)
collections to return in 2011 (at $10 per
member) to replenish the Fund we use to
address fast-moving advocacy issues.  

The 2010/2011 meeting schedule includes:

• MAC Regional Conference - Atlantic City, 
April 15 - 16, 2010; 

• MOB (Medical Office Building) seminar -
Chicago, May 5-7, 2010;

• Annual Conference and Building show -
Long Beach, CA, June 26-30, 2010;

• Winter Business Meeting - Orlando, FL,
January 2011; 

• Combined MAC and NIC (National Issues
Conference) - Washington DC, March, 2011;

• Annual Conference and Building Show -
Washington DC, June 25-28, 2011

• BOMA PAC raised $51,000 in 2009, a new
record.  Pittsburgh was among the locals
recognized for participation in the Half
Percent Program (with contributions totaling
½% of our annual budget).

• Two advocacy policies were approved by the
Board regarding Preservation of a
Democratic Workplace (cardcheck
legislation); and Energy and Green Building
Codes.   The full policies will be posted at
www.boma.org.

• Discussion of ‘social media’ (such as
Twitter and FaceBook) at the local level
indicated a relatively low interest level
among members.

• GSA Director Bob Peck discussed how
they plan to use stimulus funds to test out
new energy saving ideas before
promoting to private industry.

• Training sessions on both the EER and
the new BOMA 360 certification program
gave participants hands-on experience.

Kevin, Ed, Susan Mosychuk (Chief of Staff) and
Rep. Tim Murphy get down to business. 

Our visits to Congress went well with very
positive receptions from Representatives Tim
Murphy, Jason Altmire and Ed Shuster.  Top
issues for the 2010 session included the looming
commercial real estate credit crisis; energy
efficiency incentive programs; leasehold
depreciation;  and, of course, taxes!

Representative Jason Altmire, Ed Manko and
Kevin Clarke



2010 CEU Seminar

The weather gave us a break, and stopped the snow
just long enough for participants and speakers to
make it downtown for the much-anticipated joint
BOMA/IREM CEU Seminar.  Because this is a
‘deadline’ year, we’re offering a second program in
April - and anticipating better weather!

Eaton Corporation
provided a hands-
on demonstration
of the new ‘smart’
meters.

We had an excellent program line-up this year, from
Pennsylvania’s Act 129 energy efficiency
requirements and how demand response utilities
work (Tim Hronek LEED AP, Eaton Corp.) to
understanding real estate assessments - including
when to appeal and how to win! (Dusty Kirk, Pepper
Hamilton).

One of the top-rated
segments featured District
Justice David Barton,
discussing how the
Magisterial Court system
works; and how to present
and win your case.  While
most commercial real estate
cases don’t end up in
Magisterial Court, it’s
actually the system an
individual is most likely to have contact with - think
speeding tickets, slip-and-fall, small claims.
 
John Stagl from Belfor drove in from Chicago -
staying one step ahead of the snow storms - to
discuss that old Boy Scout motto - Be Prepared!

Mark Phillis of Littler Mendelson covered the legal
side of pandemics - can you force sick employees to
stay home?  Do you have to pay them if you do? 
What impact does ADA have on dealing with a
pandemic?

 

In an interesting case of “Six Degrees of
Separation” Becca Arabia from LoDolce
recognized Mark Phillis as someone she
attended high school with! 

DEGREE DAYS 

January Heating Cooling

Degree Days, 2010  1206       0

Degree Days, 2009  1326       0

Degree Days, Normal  1163       0

% of Normal 103.7%  na%

Max. Temperature         51

Min. Temperature       2

Average Temperature   25.9 

Normal Ave Temp   27.5

GREEN TIP  

Know your snow melter!  Is it
environmentally friendly?  Are you
using it correctly?  Or just dumping

as much as you can? 
Remember, in the end, it all
ends up in our ground water.


